MAIDEN BRADLEY WITH YARNFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

To all Members of the Parish Council you are summons to attend the following meeting of the Parish Council 

It will be held in the Village Hall, Maiden Bradley on 

Tuesday 10th June 2008 at 7.30pm

 Agenda 

1. Public Question time.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, there will be, if required, a short period of time for public questions or information.
2. Welcome and Introductions.

3. Declarations of Interest

To receive any disclosure(s) of interest by a Councillor or an Officer in matters to be considered at this meeting, in accordance with the Local Authorities Code of Conduct 2007.
 A member must, within 28 days of becoming aware of any changes to the Interests specified in the register of members Interests, provide written notification to the Monitoring Officer

 A member must within 28 days of receiving any gift or hospitality over the value of £25.00, whilst in their official capacity under the code, provides written notification to the monitoring officer of the existence and nature of that gift or hospitality.

.

4. Apologies for Absence.
District Councillor Catherine Spencer

5. Minutes of the Parish Meeting 13th May 2008.

Council is asked to note the minutes of the Parish Meeting held 13th May 2008.

6. Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on the 13th May 2008.

Council is asked to consider and, if agreed, adopt the Minutes of the Meeting on 13th May 2008.
7. Clerks Report
Councillor Vacancy

The Clerk would like to inform Council that she still has received no communications regarding the co-option vacancy. 
Sustainable Rural Communities
The Clerk would like to inform Council that she has received the above final report and will send it around the Councillors on a distribution sheet as she has only one copy at present.

08/084 Finger Posts
Council is asked to note the reply from David Button Area Engineer

I confirm I will be happy to add it to our list, although regrettably as you say, it will be a while before its turn comes.
 

Grants
The Parish Council has received the email below from Jean Ball

On behalf of Maiden Bradley churchyard committee I would like to thank the Parish Council for the £100 cheque.  Jean Ball Treasurer. 

07/297 Skip Grants
The Clerk would like to request from Council feed back regarding the Compactor visit. 

08/100 Membership Renewals

Council is asked to note the following email received from Sheila Martin Community First.

Thank you very much for your membership fee.  Your membership is very important to Community First as you are supporting our work throughout the county, building partnerships and maintaining close links with rural communities. 
07/311 Notice Board

The Clerk has requested a couple of quotes, regarding the notice board and has hear back from some of them still
Arien Signs 
Excel Arien House 
Station Road 
Cheddar 
Somerset 
BS27 3AH 
Tel:  01934 744656 (5 lines) 
Fax: 01934 740465 
e: sales:ariensigns.co.uk 
w: www.ariensigns.co.uk 

 

 the 6 x A4 double doored case is £698
routed header £39
posts £80
carriage £39
total ex vat £856
vat £149.80
total £1005.80
 

the 9 x A4 double doored case is £750
routed header £39
posts £80
carriage £39
total ex vat £908
vat £158.90
total £1066.90
 

Delivery from order is normally 3 weeks and the VAT element can be reclaimed.
8. Parishioners Complaint

Council is asked to discuss the email of complaint received below:
 

 Dear Mr. Mattia,
I am writing to complain about the strength of the fireworks used in tonight's display and that, as far as I am aware, villagers, once again, had no warning of them.
We have 3 young children, and I have finally, at 11.10pm, just settled one them after she woke very scared at the noise and flashes coming in through her bedroom window. She was shaking and feeling sick from waking up so suddenly and it has taken nearly an hour for her to stop shivering. 
Our house has good double glazing - to the extent that although we live on Church Street we do not hear the traffic noise. Yet tonight the windows at the back of our house were literally shaking with the force of the fireworks and that is inconsiderate and entirely unreasonable at that time of night. This has never happened with the displays in the past and I would encourage you to look at using less powerful fireworks in future. While it is lovely to welcome weddings into the village there needs to be consideration for those of us with young children and animals.
I feel that tonight's experience was completely unacceptable. For that reason I am copying this to the Parish Council for their information.
Email received from the Parish News 

 We're getting complaints about the very noisy fireworks at Bradley House last Saturday at 10pm. One suggestion was that we should publish people's views about them, but we felt it sensible to put the matter to the Parish Council first.

Communications History regarding previous Firework complaint

Complaints received following a firework event at Bradley House on the 21st April 2007

07/029  letter was sent to Bradley House on the 23rd May 2007 asking if contact could be made with the Parish Council pre-warning it of events using fireworks.
07/052 Bradley House replied on the 25th May 2007 apologising for the event that had taken place on Saturday 21st April 2007 explaining that they had not known about the arrangements for fireworks that evening and that the terms and conditions that are associated with the holding of events at Bradley House, now contain very clear and specific requirements for the display of fireworks that should ensure that we always know that they are planned and can therefore inform the village via the Parish Council or via the Parish News if that would be more efficient. If you would kindly let me know to whom I should write or call to forewarn then I will certainly be happy to do so. In the mean time please convey my personnel apologies to anyone in the village who was inconvenienced or upset in anyway by the “surprise” fireworks – we will do everything possible to ensure that it does not happen again. David Mattia
Letter sent RefSJJ07/0198

I am writing to you on behalf of Maiden Bradley Parish Council your letter dated the 25th May 2007 was brought to the attention of the Parish Council on the 12th June 2007. 

They would like to thank you for your apologies in this matter and will pass them on through the Parish News to the Parishioners. 

They have contacted the Parish News and would be grateful if you could send all communications regarding future events to Mrs Meg Oliver 59 The Rank Maiden Bradley Wiltshire BA12 7 JF Telephone 01985 844317 who gladly awaits future communication links with yourself.

The Clerk has contacted the Parish News asking if Bradley House had been in contact since the last complaint regarding the Fire works where they stated that they would inform Meg Oliver at the Parish News of future events with fireworks involved so the village could be made aware. The Clerk has received the following reply.

Parish News Editor
No, we've had nothing from Bradley House. 
Meg Oliver

I have received no communications at all this year regarding events with fireworks from Bradley House.
9. 08/079 Removal of Public Payphones.
Council is asked to note that the Clerk has sent development Control a letter stating that Maiden Bradley wished the BT Phone Box to remain and that as it is in a conservation area it should look at listing the box.
Salisbury District Council have sent a copy of the Council’s a draft decision that states that they object on the proximity to road used by large number of heavy goods vehicles. Consideration is being given to whether this box should be listed.
10. 08/081 Boundary Committee for England & proposed Electoral Divisions for new Unitary Wiltshire Council

Council is asked to note the letter received below

Re: Formal Consultation On Proposed Electoral Divisions for New Unitary Wiltshire Council
Thank you very much for your emails of April 2008 in response to the formal consultation process on Stage One of the Boundary Review. The County Council met on 18 April to agree recommendations to the Boundary Committee, the full submission is now available via the Wiltshire County Council website:
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/council/local-qovernment-white-paper/electoral-review.htm
Unfortunately, the County Council were unable to agree with your suggestions for Maiden Bradley Parish Council as the final proposal improves the overall electoral equality of the area. We understand that you may not agree with the proposals that have been put forward. However, the Council tried its best to find a solution that is acceptable for the majority of the County taking into account the Boundary Committee's statutory criteria and the County Council's aspirations of 98 members, and co-terminosity with community areas.
The Boundary Review is now in Stage Two. The Boundary Committee will now review all representations received and prepare draft recommendations. An eight-week consultation process on the Boundary Committee's recommendations will commence in early July 2008 where you will be invited by the Boundary Committee to make comments both in support or against these draft recommendations.
11. Richard Munro - Parish Meetings Schedule
Council is asked to discuss the following email received from Richard Munro.

I am visiting a couple of parishes in South Wilts over the summer to talk about delegation of services, sub-contracting etc.  Please do spread the word that I am willing to come out and talk to anyone interested.
 Richard Munro Parishes Meeting Schedule
Discussing potential for delegations, unless otherwise shown

	Date
	To see
	Remarks

	29 May
	Trowbridge Parish Forum
	

	2 June
	WALC Executive
	Briefing on current status

	3 June
	Chippenham TC
	

	4 June
	NW 3-tier meeting
	Briefing on current status

	9 June
	Staverton PC
	

	11 June
	Chirton PC
	

	12 June
	Sherston PC
	

	16 June
	SE Kennet parishes
	

	17 June
	Tisbury PC
	

	18 June
	Rowde PC
	

	19 June
	Devizes TC
	

	26 June
	Box PC
	

	1 July
	Poulshot PC
	

	7 July
	Purton PC
	

	8 July
	Fittleton PC
	

	10 July
	Firsdown PC
	

	11 July
	Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC), Devizes
	Briefing on current status

	14 July
	Lacock PC
	

	16 July
	Broad Hinton & Winterbourne Bassett PC
	

	31 July
	Rushall PC
	

	15 August
	Ham PC
	


Already met:

Amesbury TC

Ashton Keynes PC

Bradford on Avon TC

Burcombe PC

Calne TC

Chippenham TC

Collingbourne Ducis PC

Corsham TC (x3)

Cricklade TC

Devizes TC

(Durrington & surrounding PCs)

Focus on Five (Calne PCs)

Holt PC

Idmiston PC

Kington St Michael PC

Ludgershall TC

Lydiard Tregoz PC

Malmesbury TC

Marlborough TC

Melksham TC

NALC London

Quidhampton PC

Salisbury Parishing project

Tidworth TC

Trowbridge PC Liaison Group

Trowbridge TC

WALC/Community First

Westbury TC (x2)

Wilton TC (x2)

Wootton Bassett TC

Richard Munro
Project Manager

Delegation to Town and Parish Councils

Towards One Council

 

RichardMunro@wiltshire.gov.uk
Mobile 1: 07824 599665

Mobile 2: 07885 937118
12. Elections
Council is asked to note the information below form Wiltshire’s Unitary Council:

Parish and town council elections – the Structural Change Order which created the new unitary council also deferred parish and town elections in Wiltshire to 2013, thus resulting in a six year term for many parish councillors.  This approach was designed to put parish elections on the same cycle as the elections to the new unitary authority without unduly shortening the terms of any current parish councillors.  However, during the parliamentary debate on the structural orders, the Minister undertook to bring forward an amending order if there appeared to be a widespread sense that there should be parish council elections in 2009.  We have now received a formal consultation letter from DCLG seeking our views and we are considering our response including consulting the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils on this matter. 
Unitary elections – the DCLG has also published a consultation paper on whether the elections to the new unitary council, scheduled for 7th May, 2009, should be deferred until 4th June, 2009 when they would be combined with the European Parliamentary elections.  We are currently consulting our colleagues in the district councils on the practical difficulties of this proposal.
13. Parish Meet & Greets
Council is asked to note that the county council has organised some more discussions forums in the autumn for town and parish councils on the transition to a unitary authority.  

Dates are as follows:

 

2nd October at the Neeld Hall, Chippenham

8th October at County Hall, Trowbridge

13th October at the Pembroke Arms Hotel, Salisbury

21st October at the Ivy House Hotel, Marlborough

22nd October at the Corn Exchange, Devizes

 

These will all take place from 6.30-8.30 p.m.  Further details will follow in due course but if any parish councillor would like to take this opportunity to book their place, they can do so by sending an email to developmentservices@wiltshire.gov.uk indicating names of attendees and parish and which session they wish to attend.

14. Campaign to Protect Rural England
Council is asked to discuss the letter received below
The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) is a long-established, well-respected and influential organisation that works at national and local level to protect the best aspects of the countryside we love and cherish.
In the autumn of 20071 sent you a copy of the CPRE South Wiltshire Group Autumn Newsletter. I am now enclosing a copy of our spring 2008 Newsletter.
As always we are keen to get new members (organisation or individual) and to that end I once again enclose a couple of membership forms. Whether you choose to join the 14 Parish Councils that are already members of CPRE or not, we would appreciate it if you would pass on the Newsletter to anyone on your Council who would like to see it. We hope you find it interesting.
Now perhaps more than ever, with a minimum of 12,400 new houses and sufficient land for 14,000 new jobs targeted for our area over the next 20 years and little thought given to how the infrastructure will cope with this amount of growth, our local countryside and way of life is at risk. Salisbury District Council has admitted that it has very few Brownfield sites to support this amount of development. This inevitably means that Greenfield sites will be required. It could well be the fields around your village that are chosen. If you are not yet aware of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment done by the council, you might like to look at this website (www.salisbury.gov.uk/planning/forward-planning/local-development-framework/land-availability/land-availability-sites) to see if any of your fields are currently on the potential target list.
Which all leads me to wonder if now might be a good time to join forces with CPRE in our fight to limit the proposed development in south Wiltshire to a more acceptable level.
Frank Ellis - CPRE South Wiltshire Group Hon Secretary/Treasurer
Dear Councilors,
 
Earlier this year the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust embarked on a 12 month litter campaign on behalf of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE).
 
To date we have undertaken various initiatives such as providing workshops at school assemblies, making presentations to local communities who have sought guidance on litter campaigns or whole communities who want to rid themselves of plastic bags such as in Tisbury.
 
Some Parish Councils already come under the umbrella of the CPRE and will soon receive litter campaign packs from the CPRE.
 
Why not visit the CPRE website www.cpre.org.uk and seek advice for your individual Parish so that you can become involved in this worthwhile venture to help protect our rural communities.
 
Whilst at no time do we underestimate the hard work carried out by Wiltshire County Council and four District Council’s, sometimes it seems better to get the local community involved, so if you wish for any further information or guidance from the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust please do not hesitate to contact me. I will do my best to help.
 
Best wishes
 
John Sutton
 
Senior Waste Minimisation Officer
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust
johns@wiltshirewildlifetrust.org
01380 725670 ext. 266
15. 08/083 Parish and Town Council Liaison meeting in July 2008
Council is asked to note that the Clerk has realised that she will be unable to attend the meeting as she failed to note that it is a Parish Council meeting that night 
16. Parish Steward Programme
Council is asked to note that the summer 2008 Parish Steward programme will be sent out to all parish and town councils at the beginning of June.  The programme will then appear on the website a year later.  This year’s summer programme includes set visits in July and September, with stewards using August for projects that they have identified during the year.  
Please could councillors also inform the Clerk any areas within the Parish Boundary in need of the Parish Stewards attention?

17. Special Constables

Council is asked to discuss how it wishes to distribute the email received below from CPO Michael Tryhorn

	Special Constables - You Make a Difference!

	 


The Wiltshire Constabulary employs almost 2500 people, consisting of 1200 Police Officers and over 1000 Police Staff plus an additional 180 Special Constables, all committed to the over-arching force aim of Keeping Wiltshire Safe. Whether managing the scene of a serious assault, patrolling a town centre or working with the Schools Liaison officers, being a Special Constable is a satisfying voluntary role - it's a commitment to yourself and your local community.

 Why join the Special Constabulary?
People join for lots of different reasons:

· To help the community 

· To make new friends 

· To develop a new interest 

· With help decide whether they want to join the regular force 

Who joins the Special Constabulary?People from all walks of life and sections of the community.  At present we have forklift truck drivers, IT managers, retail assistants and mechanics as Specials. Among our officers are people who work part-time, fulltime, are carers, students or took early retirement.
(Some occupations are prohibited from joining the Special Constabulary including security guards and traffic wardens.) 

What do I need?You need honesty, integrity and a sense of commitment. You must be physically fit with strong interpersonal skills and the self-confidence to deal with a wide variety of people.

You need a permanent right to residency in this Country.

There is no height restriction but you must have a good standard of health.

What commitment do I have to make? After completion of mandatory training, we ask that you commit yourself to a minimum of 16 hours duty a month, to fit in with your own work / home commitments.

What training and support will I receive? You will receive comprehensive training in the aspects of law that you need to fulfil your role and also training in First Aid and Officer Safety. You will be provided with a tutor to guide you throughout your probationary period and will always have the back-up of regular officers and colleagues in the Special Constabulary. This training is provided to ensure the safety of yourselves, your colleagues and the public.

What is the selection process? Wiltshire Police are not currently recruiting Special Constables; however, when these posts are available the first step is to request an application pack. Once an application pack has been received the process that follows is;

· Shortlist 

· Aptitude Test 

· Interview 

· Medical and Fitness 

When we are recruiting, awareness evenings will be arranged to enable potential applicants to gain an insight into Policing in Wiltshire. There will be opportunities to speak with existing Special Constables and recruitment specialists to find out more about the role, skills required and recruitment process.

 What else do I need to know? Being a special is a satisfying voluntary role - it's a commitment to yourself and your local community

A uniform will be provided and you will be provided with travel and out of office pocket expenses. 

How do I find out more?

Contact: The Special Constabulary
              Police Headquarters
              London Road
              DEVIZES
              Wiltshire
              SN10 2DN

Telephone: 0845 408 7000
 18. Full Planning Application
Council is asked to consider and comment on the planning application below
Proposal: Full Planning Application – Reconstruction of Dilapidated Builders Store
Location: Land to rear of 40 Church Street Maiden Bradley Warminster.
Council is asked to note that Salisbury District Council have granted permission for the below application subject to conditions.

Ref: S/2008/70 

Full Application-Retrospective Boundary Fence

Location: Old Manor House Church Street Maiden Bradley Warminster

19. 08/093 Chicken Farm at Pollingfold, Bunns Lane, West Woodlands Public Inquiry

Council is asked to note that the meeting has been arranged for 3pm on Wednesday 11th June, at Mendip District Council Offices with Les Kimberley 
Principal Planner Mendip District Council and the Solicitor. Council is also asked to discuss the following emails that have been received by the Clerk from the Action group.
The Environment Agency
The Environment Agency has confirmed that it will delay the deadline for issuing the operating permit, giving us time to present our objections. The deadline is too tight and we are negotiating for more time but we have presented some objectoins already and are working on others with three scientific/environmentalist bodies. The EA are required to take note of all objections from the public. It would help enormously if you were to e-mail Mr Sean Pruce of the Environment Agency (sean.pruce@environment-agency.wales.gov.uk), expressing any concern (general or specific) about smell, dust, noise, light pollution, flies, rats, air pollution, damage to flora/fauna etc. The reference is YP3139SJ. Copy to Guy Doust would be welcome.

Here are some traffic thoughts. 

 

Every seven weeks or so, the sheds would be emptied of birds - and litter - and then fumigated. The Environmental Impact Statement, part of the planning application, said that there would be three lorry movements of litter every seven weeks. I doubt that. I may be wrong but I would say that the following is a better prediction, because it now seems likely that the litter would be spread locally rather than lorried away for mushroom compost.

 

The sheds are 100m by 100m approx. I think that the final depth of litter is 10-20cms, based on a visit that some of us made to a similar operation in Keinton Mandeville: say 15cms. Volume would therefore be 1,500 cu m compressed (i.e. as it is pressed down by the considerable weight of the chickens, who are on it the entire time at the density of one chicken per A4 sheet). If a typical agricultural trailer is 2.4m by 1.4m by 6.6m (data taken from a manufacturer), it can carry 22 cu m: maybe a little more if heaped. That means about seventy average-sized tractors if the litter stays compressed or more if it fluffs up a bit. Even if there are only 50 tractors, it is an order of magnitude more than the EIS's estimate.

 

This litter is pretty smelly material, especially after being stirred up by the Bobcat skid-steer loaders that would scrape it from the floor and load it into the trailers.

 

I understand that such trailers ought to be covered with a tied-down sheet but the temptation to load up and drive away without such tedious, time-consuming, townie practices would be strong.

 

The Environment Agency say that litter can be smelled up to 3km away when spread on fields. It should be noted that, as a sop to local residents, the applicant has promised that the litter will not be spread on fields in Trudoxhill. This puts pressure on neighbouring parishes, inevitably.

 

The EIS, in addition to 3 lorries of litter every seven weeks, forecast 4 lorries of day-old chicks, 1 of straw, 2 of fuel, 31 of feed and 35 of fattened birds - a total of 76 lorries.

 

The EIS's rosy view of transport needed to shift the litter may well have been applied to other lorry movements too. 73 lorries, for movements other than litter, is clearly a minimum and could also be hugely higher in practice.

 

Moreover, quoting lorries alone is deceptive as, whilst 76 might represent an (optimistic) forecast of lorry movements, it omits a significant amount of extra traffic. I wrote the following to the Planning Inspectorate in 2006 and I think that it still applies.

 

The Environmental Impact Statement significantly understates the number of  vehicle movements. It quotes the main functions but omits all ancillary activities. These would include: the removal of dirty water; the removal of dead birds; the movement of machines and people associated with mucking out; fumigators; "catchers", if not travelling with the collection lorries; the one member of staff; site maintenance; vets; various inspectors; rat catchers; service engineers (computers, electricity generator, boiler, general machinery/equipment etc); salesmen and sundry other callers to the site etc..
 

How much of this traffic might go through Maiden Bradley is difficult to judge. For example, there was an expectation that the fattened birds would go to Sutton Benger for slaughter but that site has now been closed.

 

I hope that you may be able to use some of this.

 

Guy
20. Mere & Zeal’s Housing
Council is asked to discuss the emails received below:
Dear All,
 

 

What I have done, however, is to put together a detailed summary of the situation along with a critique as to what I believe went wrong with the consultation process, and what I view as some fundamental flaws in this whole structure of the proposal for housing across the Salisbury District.  I have sent this to our local MP, to the Council for the Protection of Rural England, the Country Landowners' Association, and members of the House of Lords.  This critique does not seek to look backwards, or to get personal, but has been penned in the hope that it might serve as a catalyst to get the new consultation proposals to be carried out in a far better way than what we have seen thus far.  
 

I think that it is most important to acknowledge the work that councillors do on all of our behalf, and I also think that, whilst there have been allegations of conflicts of interests, the overall structure of this process as laid down by SDC has unfortunately put a number of councillors into invidious positions, at least as far as some public perception goes, whilst they are still operating completely permissably under the Standards Board's Code of Conduct.  I believe that the (District-wide) structure of this process is flawed, and will be drawing attention to this in the hope that any personal acrimony can be avoided in the future.
 

All of this apart, there is still the matter of the actual public consultation as to the housing and development needs of Mere and Zeals.  Naturally, many different people will have many different ideas, but I believe that there is a groundswell of opinion that these should be discussed in public with proper representation from all parts of our local communities.  Speaking purely for myself, having spent some considerable time in thought over this for the last month, I think that certain arguments already expressed are based on misconceptions, whilst there are other common threads of opinion which are likely to gain wide support.  For myself, I am very ready to be disabused of any misguided feelings I have about all of this, but that is what public consultation should be all about!  
 

Although the new consultation document has not yet been prepared by the SDC, what I think is actually required is something as fundamental as a Local Needs Assessment, something that appears to have been totally lacking in this whole sorry saga to date.  I believe that the local community of Mere and Zeals must surely have some right to decide what the (fairly short-term) future holds to match the community's needs, rather than just accepting some urban-based diktat as to what will be imposed upon us.
 

I therefore propose (as has indeed been proposed by a considerable number of you) that a Committee should be formed, which would carry out a Local Needs Assessment, and which, over the next few months, should involve as many people in our community to try to thrash out some concensus as to how to keep things moving forward in a positive, rather than a potentially negative way.  Proper communication to all is key to this, in my view, rather than keeping everyone in the dark until it is too late.  Whilst I felt strongly enough that things were not right with the previous consultation to the point that, given the lack of time, I took matters into my own hands, now this wider task is certainly one for all of the community.  I don't think that I am the right person to lead such a local Committee, but I will happily participate in and support this way forward, whilst directing more of my own efforts into a broader Action Group across a much wider area, perhaps consisting of the whole Salisbury District..
 

I am aware that this might seem as if it cuts across the role of the local Parish Council, and I apologise to them for this, but so many people have suggested the formation of a Committee, including at the Mere Church meeting, that I am proposing it now.  Whilst the Parish Council are rightly elected to carry out local governance on our behalf, proposals on the scale of what was included in the SDC Core Strategy document carry such huge implications for our local community that extraordinary measures such as this are called for.  Having said that, I think that it would be ideal for such a Committee to act in full cooperation with the Parish Council, thus giving our councillors a clear mandate that represents the broad spectrum of views from all of the local constituents.  In this way, there would be an official "conduit" into the local government process, and one which no-one could really argue with.
 

Volunteers for the Committee are encouraged to get in contact with me, ideally with a brief explanation of their background.  I think that a relatively small but multi-disciplined group, drawn from across the social spectrum would be appropriate.  I envisage that this group, rather than being "entrusted to do what's best for the local community", will really act to ensure that a broad range of reasoned arguments on behalf of all members of our community are presented to well publicised public meetings where the subject matter is made abundantly clear to our fellow inhabitants, rather than hidden behind obfuscation.    
 

I think that what I am suggesting here is called "local democracy"
 

With many thanks for taking the time to read this,
 

Kind regards,
 

Quentin Skinner
Quentin and Everyone

The timetable for the next round of consultation has yet to be agreed, but it looks likely that the next document that will be produced – which will be written taking into account the responses to the previous core strategy document – will be out for public consultation in September. We did not want it to come out in the holiday month of August when some people may be unable to participate. 

Your help in achieving greater public awareness of this process will be greatly welcomed, as we want the greatest possible number of people to have their say in what they want regarding housing and employment opportunities for Mere and the surrounding villages for the next 20 years. 

The next document, although proposing strategy for the next 20 years, will I think concentrate on the land requirement for the next 5 years. This will be based – as I understand it – mainly on previously agreed plans eg 2nd phase Archers Gate in Amesbury.  As in the previous document, there will be no site specific housing/employment allocations in the core strategy. The core strategy may refer to where sites generally can be found in the next five years. This is following government guidelines, which also dictated the requirement for the SHLAA consultation which asked landowners to put forward sites on which development might be possible – as previously Forward Planning put sites into the Local Plan which didn’t come forward for development. The Government wanted to avoid this happening again.

What I think people should understand is that there will be no site specific public consultation until possibly we are well into the life of the new Wiltshire Council – as I believe the whole of Wiltshire will have to have an approved Core Strategy first and the other districts are not as far advanced as we are in South Wiltshire. We have an advantage in this respect - regarding the Core Strategy process - as at least we alone in South Wiltshire will be deciding the Core Strategy for our own district, and the decisions will not be made by councillors from the whole county.

Regarding the last point in your email, I can only repeat what I said in my ‘words of caution.’

Best wishes

Catherine

Dear Catherine,
 

Thank you for your input into all of this.  
 

It seems that, due to some incorrect e-mail addresses, arising from some difficulty in interpreting some of the hand-written entries on the petition forms which were transposed onto the computer in haste, my message updating everyone that I sent a couple of weeks ago only appears to have gone out early yesterday morning, after encountering some trouble with certain mistyped e-mail addresses.  However, having read it through again I believe that the message still stands the tests of time.
 

My round-robin e-mail makes it very clear that the formation of a committee is intended as a means to get the maximum public participation in a public consultation process of the housing and sustainability needs of Mere and Zeals, something that was sadly lacking in the last round of consultation - a premise supported unanimously by around 400 people in Mere Church last month.  I have made my views clear that this should then allow proper consultative responses to be fed into the Parish Council, as a conduit into the established democratic system.  Indeed, I have been in a perfectly civil correspondence with Mere Parish Council, which I copied to you, who have very reasonably welcomed any help that I may contribute to raise the public participation in putting together an informed local response.   
 

Rather than this committee being described as an action group, I have fully envisaged that it should be a public consultation forum.  I have made it perfectly clear that it should have input from everyone across the geographical and social landscape throughout our area and, therefore, it is not the case that such a group can be referred to as if it already carries some underlying mindset.  Until the constituents of the Mere and Zeals area have had a chance to engage in some proper consultation, who knows what the general concensus will be?  I believe that, in anything I have said, I have made it clear that all local residents have the right to be heard, and I would be unwilling to be part of anything that was not truly democratic, in the true meaning of the word.  
 

Whatever the bureaucratic way of doing things dictates as far as mandates are concerned, to my mind, if the clear majority view of a fairly small community has a certain focused direction, then the people who have been democratically elected to represent that electorate have no choice other than to follow that direction.
 

Interesting times ahead.....
 

Kind regards,
 

Quentin
21. 08/096 Western Area Committee

Council is asked to note the date of the Western Area Committee meeting for the Village Hall SWAG Grant application is Thursday 26th June Tisbury 4.30pm. Dr Ian Henry will be attending.
22. Appointment of Independent members to Wiltshire Police Authority

Council is asked to discuss the letter received from Ron Flux Business Manger for the Police Authority regarding the search for three independent members to join the Police Authority. The Police authority is responsible for ensuring the provision of an effective and efficient police service in Wiltshire. There are 17 members in total, including 9 Councillors from Swindon Borough Council and Wiltshire County Council. A basic Allowance of £6,700 is payable per annum with travelling expenses. All meetings and events are held at police HQ, Devizes and take place during the day. Applicants must be over the age of 18 and live or work in the Wiltshire Police Force area. Application forms and more information are also available on their website www.wiltshire-pa.gov.uk.

23. Wiltshire and Young Peoples Services Consultation

Council is asked to discuss the following Consultation (to be circulated at the meeting)
Wiltshire Children and Young People's Plan 2008-2011

Back in October, we wrote to invite your parish council, if it wished, to contribute to the consultation on the new Children and Young People's Plan for Wiltshire and a number of councils took the opportunity to send in their ideas.

The Plan is now finalised and a copy has been given to the Clerk.  It is addressed to all children & young people's services and to all Wiltshire's communities. 
Council is invited to take a look at the 10 priorities identified within the Plan and consider ways in which, locally, it might be able to help to achieve them.

If you have any queries about the Plan, please contact Peter Fanshawe on 01380 816660 or email peterfanshawe@wiltshire.gov.uk.Nancy Bryant

Lead Member for Children's Services, Wiltshire County Council
24. Code of Conduct for Councillors
Council is asked to discuss the letter received below:
Code of Conduct for Councillors - Local Determination of Complaints
I am writing to advise you about the new arrangements which have been introduced with effect from 8th May 2008 for dealing with complaints about the conduct of members of Salisbury District Council and parish and town councils within the district. Previously, anyone wishing to complain about the conduct of elected members of district, parish and town councils had to report their allegations to the Standards Board for England, who would decide whether or not to investigate. This responsibility has now been taken over by local authorities, with the Standards Board's role moving towards one of advice and support. All district councillors & parish and town councillors within the district have to keep to Salisbury District Council's Code of Conduct to ensure that they maintain the high ethical standards the public expect from them. If a complaint reveals that a potential breach of this Code has taken place, Salisbury District Council's Standards Committee may refer the allegations for investigation or decide to take other action. Investigations themselves will also be managed by the Standards Committee, except in cases where a conflict of interest or other unusual circumstances mean that it would be more appropriate for the Standards Board for England to handle.
Once cases have been investigated, the authority's independently chaired standards committee will decide what action, if any, should be taken against the member. On rare occasions this responsibility will be given to the Adjudication Panel for England, an independent judicial tribunal. The Standards Board will continue to provide guidance to local authority standards committees and will monitor their effectiveness to ensure that results are consistent.
Anyone wishing to complain that a district, parish or town councillor has breached the Code of Conduct should contact Salisbury District Council's Monitoring Officer, John Crawford at Salisbury District Council, PO Box 2117, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP2 2DF.
The Council agreed at its annual meeting on 19th May that one additional parish representative should recruited to the Standards Committee through Wiltshire Association of Local Councils. I will be liaising with the County Secretary of WALC with regard to this matter.
 
25. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN HEALTH ACT 2007
Council is asked to note the following information:
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN HEALTH ACT 2007
Some provisions set out in Part 4 of the Local Government and Public Involvement In Health
Act 2007 ("the 2007 Act") have been brought into force by virtue of The Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (Commencement No.5 and Transitional, Saving and Transitory Provision) Order 2008 SI no. 917 with effect from 1st April 2008.
The following provisions directly affect parish and community councils:-
Appointment of Councillors
Section 76 of the 2007 Act inserts S.16A to Local Government Act 1972 to provide that a parish council may appoint persons to be councillors of the council. S.76 of the 2007 Act has been partially brought in with the effect that Secretary of State can now make regulations about the appointment of parish councillors and the holding of office after appointment.
The Secretary of State may by regulations make provision about-
(a) the appointment of persons under s.76
(b) the holding of office after appointment.
The regulations may, in particular, make provision about any of the following matters-fa) persons who may be appointed;
(b) the number of persons who may be appointed;
(c) the term of office of persons appointed;
(d)
the  right of  persons  appointed  to  participate in  decision-making  by the  council
(including voting);
(e)
purposes for which a person appointed is to be treated as an elected councillor;
(f)
the filling of vacancies
Regulations containing the conditions by which a parish council will be eligible are expected to come into force on 1 July 2008.
The Power of Well Being
Section 77 of the 2007 Act has been partially brought in with the effect that Secretary of State may make an order prescribing conditions which must be met by an eligible parish council who wishes to exercise the power to promote well-being under section 2 of the Local Government Act 2000.
Regulations containing the conditions by which a parish council will be eligible are expected to come into force on 1 July 2008.
Best Value
Section 136 of the 2007 Act amends section 1 of the Local Government Act 1999 so that parish councils in England and community councils in Wales are no longer subject to the duties of best value.
Katharine Birtwistle, Solicitor, National Association of Local Councils
26. Zurich Municipal Annual Health & Safety Local Council Advisory Service (LCAS) Seminars 2008
Council is asked to decide if it wishes to send a member of the council to the following Seminar
ZM Risk Management is running a series of one day seminars looking at issues topical to Local Councils, such as contracts & partnerships, sensible risk management and claims review.
The seminars most local to Wiltshire take place in Chippenham on 25 June or Blandford Forum on   22 July.
For more information contact LCAS on 01252 387912 or alice.hayward@uk.zurich.corr
27. Selwood Parish Council

Council is asked to discuss the following information:

The Clerk of Selwood Parish Council has contacted the Clerk asking if she could supply a copy of the Accident Data for the B3092 in Wiltshire for the last five years. The Selwood Clerk has sent a copy of the Accident Data from the Somerset Road Safety Partnership for the B3092 on the Somerset side for the last five years. The Clerk has requested the information from Wiltshire County Council and received the following reply:
Dear Sarah Jeffries,
 

Thank you for your email.
 
I have forwarded your enquiry onto our Road Traffic Team.  They will respond to you directly.
 

Should you require any further information regarding your enquiry, please contact me quoting ref number 332442.
 

Kind regards
 
Louise Brittain 

Customer Care Officer

Wiltshire County Council 

01225 713000 

The Clerk will bring the hard copy of the Somerset data to the meeting and the Wiltshire copy if received.
28. Parish Plan
Council is asked to discuss any updates of the projects in the Parish Plan

29. 08/101 Clerks Wages and Appraisal
Council is asked to note that the Clerk has completed her appraisal form with the relevant information and sent it to Councillor Suzy Pilbrow.
30. Recreational Signage

Council is asked to resolve the quote below received for the Signage on the Recreational play area.

The existing sign looks like it is made from a rigid plastic with Perspex face. Unfortunately these do have a limited life as they can break easily. We can quote for the same if you wish but cannot guarantee how long it will last. We propose to print the graphics onto vinyl and apply this to Alcom (aluminium composite) which is a strong weatherproof material.
 

To supply 1 x sign, 300mm x 420mm, manufactured from 3mm Alcom, complete with graphics to face as per the attached scaled drawing
@ £42.00 + vat
 

 31. Green Bins 
Council is asked to discuss the letter below received by a parishioner
Thank you for expressing an interest in our Garden Waste Collection service and our apologies for taking time to respond. Unfortunately, we are unable to provide the new service in your area at this time as we have so far received very few requests for the service from your village.
As you would expect, our aim is to ensure that the new Garden Waste service is provided not just in an efficient and effective way but also paying close regard to environmental sustainability. It is therefore not viable, from a time and fuel consumption perspective, to make a single collection in a single location.
Over the coming weeks, we aim to provide some additional publicity and marketing materials for the service to encourage other residents in your village to take up the service. We therefore hope that in a short space of time we will receive further expressions and can then deliver the service to your area in a sustainable manner.
We will keep your expression on file and contact you as soon as we can with news on when the service may commence in your area. In the meantime, we would encourage all residents to manage their compostable waste conscientiously by home composting or by delivering it to the Household Recycling Centres in Salisbury or Amesbury. For the time being, 1 bag of garden waste can be placed out with your normal refuse each week but we would encourage all residents not to do so as this waste is taken to landfill and not recycled.
Thank you for your expression of interest and thank you for your patience. Hopefully we will be able to provide the service to you very soon.
Yours sincerely

The Waste Team Environmental Services
32. Accounts for Payment
Council is asked to approve the payments listed below

Sarah Jeffries June’s Wages




£276.98
S Jeffries (Trustees of Lord Seymour’s 1971 Settlement)
£    0.15

Allianz (Insurance update payment adjustment)


£  38.96
A C Inward (The Knapp Grass cutting)



£  75.00
KM Dike landscaping (1st Jan – 31st March 2008)

£374.66

A transfer of £1000.00 was made on the 14th May 2008 from Account number 07052153 to account number 00108234

Council is asked to note that the Clerk is unable to produce the monthly accounts for signing and approval this month as all the documentation is with the internal Auditor at present.
 33. Correspondence
Corsham Festival
CPRE Spring Newsletter
Glasdon- Latest products for Councils Summer Edition 2008
University of Gloucestershire Summer Seminars ILCM
34. Items for the next Agenda
Walkabout the Parish and Boundary areas
07/283 Community Spaces Grant Scheme

35. Date of the next meeting

The Council is asked to note that the 8th July 2008 is the date of the next meeting.

Council are asked to note that in the exercise of their functions they must take note of the following: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Any person who may find difficulty in access to the meeting through disability is asked to advise the Clerk (01985 213436) or (maidenbradleypc@jeff9.fslife.co.uk)at least 24 hours before the meeting so that every effort may be made to provide access.

Sarah Jeffries Parish Clerk 

 Wednesday 4th June 2008

